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; til tiu ".aines ot e\^\ Ktansmcn 
susp* ciM of bema involved in the 
b#** oinv I*# » < he s ** 4 V- 
f’;ruar.<'d 'H0 FW *tf*i *¥+ nn:nr* 
«il a itatc u* *ud h^d 

urged him to urtf one of the 

amt fulfill other promises he said ^ An *® c ? $ 4 /^L* 5 mpd°»hcIut 
ih" fcuipau made to him in return u ’ ou ^J s ** ut <l 
forms undercover work. lhe tombing. 

Among Howe's allegations. The bombing case has never 
yi rt some of which the Times has been solved. 

n ' . ^ corroborated from other sources 

,\h 3i o.«J advance know* an( j ^ ^ w ^ c u £ e ^ ^is Howe said that when first 

lee ;': out took uo action to attorney say he Is prepared to recruited hy*the FT3I in I960 he 

pr» v n -instances of Ku Klux testify to before the committee, was told he was to “participate In 

Klim .ioleme and other civii are the following: " no violence whatsoever.” 

one-?i me Xde5£e? f ™ e ™ partic j^ in f 1“ ° n 

operative has told Senate investi* ^ dozen cases of electronic months, he said, and then they 
gat( . rs surveillance involving churches said Look, there’s crap going on 

_ r and Klansmen’s homes, as well as that you’re not reporting.*” 

He Is Gary Thomas Rowe Jr., j motel room King was staying 

l!"A 3T r H e r. C ?J^ y , t0 • He said he explained that he 

defame and discredit Dr^Martin * He **** FBI three coutd not get information on 
K» Mm Jr^fo^thf^ weeks W&uaUbt that the Violence by merely attending 
S« 2f ^ meetings, that he would 

1968 assassination u» ^ poiice ^ t0 have to participate in what the 

d ^ w assault Freedom Riders In 1961 in Ki* n called missionary work” 

Rowe, scheduled to be a Birmingham. The^FEU apparently *nd this would put him In 
witness before the Senate InteilL never relayed the warning tf the Jeopardy if he did not join in the 
■ence Committee later this week, ii8tice iy^irtnrtdt' and the as violence 
joined the hlan at the FBI’s MU j t occurred -without federal 

JJJ 110 * 1 ' He worked closely wtth intervention. (Freedom Riders ± “They said. Well, we have to 
FBI agent* on major cases of tested segregation barriers in tell you by law that you can’t get 
racial violence during six year* interstate buses and terminals.) Involved, but we ... know you are 
“ a " -tKlwcwer mu. He pertlcK Klangrm . rt flnd th , effer gonna have to get Involved You 

*" “ ylt wtU> son co^n^iffs offk^w^ have to get the Information, thafs 

f ™ r ' uu ” M " SB' IKS p*; 8 “ * ■*■***■ 

“planted’* evidence of illegal U- . * • 

He T'f S - t *! c . B . avcrM °y < ?^l, lttf quor at ah integrated country "So after that I became very 
mines* in a .rial at wfcKO > three c i u b. The club was padlocked active in the missionary work." 
KUnsmen were convicted of ctvi ,{te r a. sheriffs raid seized the Rowe said, “but each and every 
rights violations in the March 2B, -pitted” evidence. 1 time 1 would report to the FBI 

«2L T^I, CW1 ! ' - Vi hat w. were going to do. And 

•l^U worker. Viola Uuzio of • Manamen bad afcces* to nothing was ever done about it." 
Detroit, in Lowndes County. Ala. Birmingham police files' on civil .. 

tfw.trihl. Rowe eflw a righto leader* rod < also rode .v ^ ^, d he tol(1 FB , 

•ivate detective, has been Using around to Birmingham pdtee CMS jifcut meetings he’d held with 
name In pUnqing violemey an with th# Birm 


an assumed 
California. 


j; *. Interviewed in the 1 pmawce 
bf his attorney by the Los Angeles 
Times, Rowe recounted details of 
* lengthy deposition he had oiv«»n 
Senate Investigators. 

r His account of FBI actlvIUes 

raise*, questions not only about T 

bast abuses, but about the current K He 


Bhrmtngham police arranging a 
Kan reception” for Freedom 
Riders when they travelevl to 

Alabama In 1961. 


arrangement for a 
i arthed with clubs to be 
given 15 minutes ,In which to 
assault the .Freedom Riders be 
.... _ fofe tisyTJfohce' would arrive on 

)Ratus of FBI men who partkipat* as aaying that J. Edgar Hoover, the scene. He said he passed the 
ed in those abuses, fie said he who served as FBI director for tnformaitlon on to the FBI 
could identify agents who took almost a half century until his * f * - 
part In the anti-King campaign death in 1971, “hated King with a The wsault took place in 
•nd other abuws. purple ^aarion." r* Birmingham on Mother s Day, 

At his mews conference last Th „ - -itl ' 0 “ " May 14, 198L Bowe said several 

W da.-sdav, President Ford said Rowe said H^ove r had >«ln.ed ™ agents obeerved the attack, 
tbp campaign against King was (TUlctain that Klng ^ e ^ rrPSS< ^ Including two agents who took 
"abhorrent tu all American, a?ouX% «?d tad ^Tita movin « P' cture * of “ 

"Whether or not we can damaging information to “literal n,* ,. tA ijs 10 - n „ f .' 

Identify the individuals, if -hev ly bla kmaT the civd rights nor ^L^wL 

are still alive, i- .lift;, alt hut I leader into silence about the commJmone7 

cwtamiy will roasult with ihc bureau. i-omxmaaton«f, later told reporterb 

attorney get»eral regarding that P 0 ^ T®* 1 ® n( £ ® n scene 

matter.’ he said. In addition to other major JT" 1 ®* * w ** Mothers Day and 

Rowe said some FBI men J! f0rked . 011 th e Se^ . at bome ^ ^ 

who parttcipdied m civil liberti^a wr a a n gha m tifeUfMU _ 

violations not only are still 

> r ;,r(* ^till With the FBI 

salO ho decided to tell 
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EV*^BI operative 


of the Justice Departments civu 
rights division at the time, said 
U.S» marshals would have been 
dispatched to the scene or other 
action taken if the department 
had been alerted to the plauned 
violence, but that m such warning 
was received 
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